
 
C  I  V  I  L  I  A  N    R  E  V  I  E  W    B  O  A  R  D 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 
June 20, 2019 

 
Present at the meeting were Civilian Review Board members Bridal Pearson (Northern), Ebony 
Harvin (Southern District), Betty Robinson (Northeastern), Fed Jackson (Northwestern District) 

and Marcus Nole via phone (Eastern District). 
 
Also present were: 
 Shivani Parshad, Civilian Review Board Intern 

Amy Cruice, ACLU  
John Wesley, Public Information Officer 
Raemond Parrott, Deputy Director 
Raymond Lloyd, Public Integrity Bureau 
Kobi Little, NAACP 
Cedric McCray, Deputy Director 

 
Members of the public and community members were also present. 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Bridal Pearson welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 6:28. He 
recognized and introduced non-voting members of the Board and staff. He noted that 
the meeting was being recorded. 
  

II. Director’s Report 
Director Ingram noted that an announcement had recently been made that the Office 
of Civil Rights was independent from the City Law Department.  
 
He noted that since the last meeting, one case was closed, and staff had received 3 in-
person intakes, 6 CRB eligible complaints, and 8 complaint notifications from BPD. 
He noted that there were currently 15 investigations in progress.  
 
He noted that the last “Can We Talk?” monthly event was on the topic of education 
equity, and the next event would be on the subject of Women and Entrepreneurship, 
and would be held at The Living Well on July 16th.  
 
He stated that the previous day they had held the Boards and Commissions 
Appreciation Luncheon, where the commissioners and Board members were 
recognized and celebrated. 
 
He noted that the Inaugural Civil Rights Week was scheduled for September 26th 
through October 7th, beginning with a breakfast with Jesse Jackson. He announced the 
theme of the week would be bringing inherent assumptions to the surface.  
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He announced that MIMA would be holding an event on public safety and police 
policy for immigrants.  
 
He stated that the Office of Civil Rights would be having accessibility awareness 
resource fair on July 24th to celebrate the 29th anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. He noted that there would be resources for children, adults and 
caregivers.  
 
He noted that the implementation of CRB and OPR protocols would begin on July 1st.  
 
He stated that community outreach efforts would continue, and that he would work 
with Chair Pearson to figure out a succession plan for vacant and expired seats. 
 
Amy Cruice wanted to inform the Board of what happened the previous week at 
Circuit Court. She had accompanied a complainant for whom both Internal Affairs 
and CRB sustained her complaint. The complainant had gone to City Hall a month 
prior to attend the trial board hearing, and found that they postponed or canceled the 
hearing without informing her. The officer was able to appeal the hearing to the 
circuit court, and while attending that appeal hearing, they discovered that this case 
was one of thirteen cases which were being represented by the Fraternal Order of 
Police and filed for dismissal. The judge was disappointed to announce that he needed 
to dismiss the charges because of a technicality regarding the statute of limitations 
deadline. She noted that Internal Affairs had brought charges within the year, but did 
not have a date on charges served. She noted that they were for 13 officers who the 
Baltimore Police Department found serious misconduct. She noted that all can be 
appealed and the City Law Department is considering each individually. She noted 
that she would keep the Board updated on the cases and expressed her frustration with 
the lack of accountability and transparency.   

 
III. Approval of the Minutes from April 25, 2019 

 
Bridal Pearson motioned to approve the minutes from April 25, 2019. Betty Robinson 
seconded, and all were in favor.  
 

IV. Approval of the Minutes from May 16, 2019 
 
Bridal Pearson motioned to approve the minutes from May 16, 2019. Marcus Nole 
seconded, and all were in favor.  

 
V. New Complaints 

   

CRB2019-0112 
A majority of Board members voted to authorize an independent CRB investigation. 
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CRB2019-0113 
A majority of Board members voted to authorize an independent CRB investigation. 
 
CRB2019-0116 
A majority of Board members voted to authorize an independent CRB investigation. 
 
CRB2019-0117 
A majority of Board members voted to authorize an independent CRB investigation. 
 

VI. Completed Investigations 
 

CRB#    IAD#    Allegations   Findings 

CRB2018-0020  18-0071  FA FI H 
Ebony Harvin stated that on the bodyworn camera footage, officers mentioned the 
location of a hidden handgun, calling it a “hot lunch”. She noted that the officer then 
mentioned that the handgun was in a compartment inside of the glove compartment, and 
that the bodyworn camera did not add up to what the officer claimed. Betty Robinson 
wanted to view the body worn camera footage. She noted that there were a number of 
date discrepancies, and was concerned about car searches resulting from a tinted window 
stop. She noted that the detectives in the case were not interviewed until 2019, and felt it 
was likely that officers would struggle to remember events from a year and half prior. 
Fred Jackson stated that they gave a description of how they found the gun. He noted that 
finding the gun was the only thing missing from the BWC footage, but there was a long 
period between receiving the complaint and the officers’ interview. He noted that ther 
was an article about this officer being connected to the GTTF.  He wanted to know how 
the gun got there, if it wasn’t shown on the body worn camera footage. Board members 
voted to continue the case pending review of the body worn camera footage. Director 
Ingram noted that he would verify if it was legal to search a vehicle based on a tinted 
window. Betty Robinson noted that this case could be elevated to the DOJ.  

 
CRB2018-0040  18-0152  H AL 
Ebony Harvin stated that he had illegal tags and no registration, and that officerswere in 
the right to tow the car. She noted that the complainant was vague about the specific 
language used. Fred Jackson noted that they could have arrested him, but they did not. A 
majority of Board members voted not to sustain the allegations. 

 
CRB2018-0044  18-0205  H FI 
Marcus Nole stated that there was no misconduct that occurred in this case. A majority 
of Board members voted to that the allegations be unfounded. 
 
CRB2018-0054  18-0221  FA FI EF 
Ebony Harvin did not sustain, stating the officer made the arrest based on the witness’ 
statement. Marcus Nole stated that the arrest went smoothly. Betty Robinson noted that 
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the police department provided files of all the incidents on this address and stated that 
nothing had occurred, and that the manager corroborated the complainant’s account. She 
noted that there was missing information. Marcus Nole noted that he was disappointed 
that they had not received all of the evidence the investigator had requested. A majority 
of Board members voted not to sustain the allegations. 

 
CRB2018-0057  18-0222  H AL 
Ebony Harvin sustained because she questioned why they towed the vehicle before 
searching, and only found a small amount of marijuana. She noted that the officer had 
had an interaction with the complainant in the past. Betty Robinson did not sustain 
because the complainant’s own cell phone video showed that the officers did not use 
abusive language. Bridal Pearson agreed that the footage did not corroborate the 
complainant’s account. Betty Robinson noted that this was another case in which they did 
not have the body worn camera footage. Fred Jackson felt that officers had probable 
cause for the search. A majority of Board members voted not to sustain the 
allegations.  
 
CRB2018-0061  18-0010  EF 
Ebony Harvin sustained because of the photographs of injuries to the complainant’s face. 
Betty Robinson felt that there were too many date discrepancies, and felt that she did not 
have enough information. Fred Jackson stated that he found the case confusing, there 
were too many conflicting accounts. Marcus Nole stated that the injuries were more 
extensive than what the officer described. He felt that the officer escalated the situation, 
and this interaction should not have resulted this way. Ebony Harvin noted the 
complainant ran because he was pursued in an unmarked car, and he was frightened 
because his friend was recently murdered. Fred Jackson stated that complainant’s account 
was too inconsistent. Amy Cruice noted that Mel Currie had stated that the chase itself 
was excessive. Bridal Pearson noted that this was a tactic from the GTTF. A majority of 
Board members sustained the allegation and recommended an 8-day suspension and 
a medium letter of reprimand. 

 
CRB2018-0236  18-0234  H 
Ebony Harvin noted that the body worn camera footage showed unnecessary comments 
to the complainant, including the officer stating, “you ain’t worth a shift commander”. 
She noted that this was heard on the body worn camera footage, as well as the fact that 
the officer did not give him his name when asked. Marcus Nole stated there was clear 
neglect of duty because the officer refused to identify himself. Fred Jackson stated that he 
should have provided a citizen contact sheet. Ebony Harvin stated that Officer L did 
admit to the abusive language in his statement. A majority of Board members voted to 
not sustain the allegation for Officer C, and to sustain for Officers L and P. They 
recommended a 5-day suspension and simple letter of reprimand for Officer L, and 
a 15-day suspension and middle letter of reprimand for Officer P.  

 
 

VII. Public Comment 
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Darnell Ingram wanted to thank Pastor Flowers for hosting their meeting. Pastor 
Flowers noted the importance of oversight, accountability and transparency. He was 
grateful for the Board for holding police and citizens accountable. He wanted to ask 
that citizens also be mindful that to keep officers in mind and in prayer, and continue 
to work together and promote transparency, and continue to work together to ensure 
that justice is served.   
 
Rev. Marguerite Morris wanted to say that she was working to bring a CRB to Anne 
Arundel County. She felt that this meeting was informative, and that people would 
need to look to Baltimore as the model to replicate.  
 
Betty Robinson noted that reform of CRB processes was needed, and that there would 
be a bill in the legislature this year.  
 

VIII. Old Business 
There was no old business.  
 

IX. New Business 
Amy Cruice wanted to know if there was an online events calendar. Director Ingram 
noted that staff was working through this. Betty Robinson stated that email reminders 
would be extremely helpful about five days prior to events. 
  
Ebony Harvin stated that they should form teams to go out to events in different areas 
to advertise the CRB’s presence.  
 
Amy Cruice noted that a lot of complaints originated from an equipment order or 
brake light issues. She noted that there would be an event the following Saturday 
which was a free brake light clinic to prevent police stops and talk to people about 
their rights.  
 
She also noted that the Board relied so much on body worn cameras for their 
evidence, and felt that they should put out a statement supporting body worn cameras 
for other jurisdictions that did not have them yet. 
 
Jill Muth noted that E-Learning modules had been sent to Board members for the new 
use of force trainings, and that staff was working to find out if Board members could 
attend trainings in person. 
 
Rev. Kobi Little wanted to invite everyone to participate in the regular membership 
meeting of NAACP at the Arena Players Theatre. He noted that it would include 
panel discussion on Fair Elections Legislation.  

 
X. Adjournment  
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jill Muth 


